[Ultrastructure of epidermocytes in true pemphigus acantholysis].
To investigate the ultrastructure of epidermocytes in skin biopsy specimens, by taking into account an update on the pathomorphogenesis of true pemphigus acantholysis. Affected skin biopsy specimens from 4 patients with Pemphigus vulgaris (a mixed mucosal-epidermal variant) and from 1 patient with P. foliaceus at the onset of the disease in the absence of therapy were examined by light microscopy of semifine sections and by transmission electron microscopy. Skin biopsy specimens from pemphigus patients from the foci with a positive Nikolsky's sign were characterized by acantholysis and dilated intercellular spaces in the basal and spinous layers of the epidermis in combination with desmosomal hypoplasia and destruction. The reduction in the organelles of mitochondrial protein synthesis, which causes a decrease in the cytoplasm of the perikaryon and especially in the processes of a number of tonofilaments involved in the formation of desmosomes engaged our attention when studying the ultrastructure of epidermocytes. A marked reduction in the number and size of desmosomes in P. vulgaris and P. foliaceus starts in the basal layer of the epidermis; however, acanthosis occurs in the suprabasal and spinous layers, respectively. The universal manifestations of pathology of cytoskeletal elements involved in the formation of desmosomes, as well as their underproduction must be considered in the concept of the pathogenesis of true pemphigus acantholysis.